
Have you ever wondered how a 100 story sky-
scraper somehow rises magically from the ground?
Or how a tiny cell phone can have so many
intriguing high-tech features?

There are many processes involved in these
accomplishments, not the least of them being
project management. 

Project management is a booming profession that is only going to get bigger in the years ahead. It offers excitement,
challenge…and a good income. If it’s not a field you’ve considered, maybe it’s time you should. 

WWhhaatt  iiss  pprroojjeecctt  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt??  
In a nutshell, project management provides organizations with the knowledge, skills, tools and techniques to plan and
execute projects on time and on budget.

Most likely, you have already participated on different types of projects. Whether it’s participating in sports or the
school play, organizing a prom, publishing a newspaper, or entering a science fair competition, you’re involved in
project management.

Examples of projects in the business world include: 
•  Planning and implementing the Olympics
•  Creating a Web application to support selling a company’s products and services
•  Relocating portions of a business from one location to another.

WWhhyy  ccoonnssiiddeerr  pprroojjeecctt  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt  aass  aa  ccaarreeeerr??
For one, it’s hot. In the 21st century, the demand for skilled project managers is at an all-time high as organizations
and agencies continue to focus on higher productivity and greater customer satisfaction with minimum resources.

WWhhaatt’’ss  iinn  iitt  ffoorr  yyoouu??
Marketability and value. Said another way, your skills will be in heavy demand by companies and organizations
worldwide in multiple industries.  As a project manager you will:
•  Earn an excellent salary ($$$$) and benefit compensation
•  Be highly skilled in the tools, techniques and processes (industry standards)

used to effectively manage projects and produce expected results
•  Work in a profession that offers seemingly limitless opportunities for growth

and advancement
•  Have ample opportunities for ongoing professional development.

WWhhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  eeaarrnn..
While salary levels will naturally vary by industry, by level of experience and by the amount of formal education
and/or certifications one has, compensation may begin at $30,000 (US) as an entry level project team member and go
well into six figures as a project management executive.

II ss   PPrroo jjeecctt   MMaannaaggeemmeennttII ss   PPrroo jjeecctt   MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
tthhee  CCaarreeeerr   FFoorr   YYoouu??tthhee  CCaarreeeerr   FFoorr   YYoouu??



Annualized median salary (US) by years worked in project management*
3 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $65,000
6 to 10 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85,000
21 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100,000
*Information from PMI® Project Management Salary Survey-Third Edition

EExxcciittiinngg  ccaarreeeerr  ooppttiioonnss  iinn  pprroojjeecctt  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt..
Opportunity knocks! Project management includes a broad range of industries including:
• Aerospace and Defense • Information Technology 
• Automation • Systems Manufacturing
• Design, Procurement and Construction • New Product Development
• Education and Training • Risk Management
• Environmental Management • Urban Development
• Financial Services

HHiittttiinngg  tthhee  bbooookkss……oorr,,  pprreeppaarriinngg  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ccaarreeeerr  iinn  pprroojjeecctt  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt..
Project management is becoming one of today’s fastest growing degree
programs worldwide. There are now over 160 universities/institutions
awarding degrees/diplomas in project management. For a web directory
of schools, visit the PMI Web site at www.pmi.org and click on
Professional Development and Careers, then Academic Degree
Accreditation. 

IInn  ssuummmmaarryy
Few fields of endeavor offer the excitement, challenge, diversity, sense
of accomplishment and excellent income potential as project manage-
ment. If you like working with people, honing your communications
skills, having hands on involvement, managing projects from start to
finish, you will be genuinely excited about the opportunities awaiting
you in project management. 

For more information about opportunities in project management ask about our comprehensive Career Day package
which includes a User’s Guide, CD and Project Management Guide. Also, visit our Web site at www.pmi.org/pmief.

AAbboouutt  PPMMII  aanndd  tthhee  PPMMII  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  FFoouunnddaattiioonn
PMI has over 125,000 members in more than 135 countries and is the world’s leading advocate for the project man-
agement profession. PMI Educational is an autonomous, non-profit, non-political, charitable 501(c)(3) organization
created to promote project management concepts, theories and life skills.  For additional information please visit
www.pmi.org.

AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeennttss
The information in this guide has been assembled with the dedication and input of the following project management
professionals: Penny Lewis, PMP (Project Manager), Rekha Bhardwaj, PMP, Joseph D. Ciarlanto, Anthony S.
Colletti, Cheri Evans, Kara Prentice, Varada Manavalan PMI extends a special acknowledgement and thank you to
Williamson Creative Services Inc, Carrollton, Texas, USA, for their exceptional generosity and creative contributions.

© 2004 Project Management Institute, Inc. All rights reserved.
The PMI Educational Foundation logo is a registered mark of the PMI Educational Foundation. 
015-002-2004 (04-04)


